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Man stuck in 70-ft-deep pit taken out after 45 hours 
CHANDIGARH: A worker who remained stuck in a 70-feet-deep trench for nearly
45 hours in Punjab's Jalandhar district was taken out on Monday afternoon, officials
said. Suresh (55) was taken out around 4 pm and rushed to Jalandhar civil hospital in
an ambulance, they added.

Himachal rains kill...

The dead have been identified as Harnam (38), Kamal
Kishore (35), Hemlata (34), Rahul (14), Neha (12), Golu (8)
and Raksha (12), Superintendent of  Police, Solan, Gau-
rav Singh said. In Balera panchayat of  the district, two
children died as their makeshift house collapsed in a
landslide and the body of  one of  them has been recov-
ered. Another woman died in a landslide in Banal vil-
lage of  Ramsheher tehsil, said Deputy Commissioner of
Solan Manmohan Sharma.

In Mandi district, seven members of  a family, includ-
ing a two-year-old, were killed in a landslide late on Sun-
day night in the Seghli panchayat. Three persons were
rescued, Deputy Commissioner Chaudhary said.

Six bodies have been recovered at Sambhal near Pan-
doh. The bodies are yet to be identified, the deputy com-
missioner said, adding two deaths have been reported
from Dharampur area.

Thar desert may...
The current study shows that the monsoon’s rainfall

has already shifted west with precipitation increasing
by up to 50% in some regions of  the dry northwest,
while decreasing over parts of  the humid east. Over the
next century, the team’s models predict that the Thar
could see almost double the amount of  the rainfall it
does now as the monsoon moves more than 500 kilome-
ters farther west. The team’s models reveal that the In-
dian Ocean has and will continue to warm unevenly,
heating up faster in the west than the east. This imbal-
ance, they predict, will move a critical low-pressure
area called the inter-tropical convergence zone west
with it, and affect where the monsoon rains concentrate
as a result. Goswami says because of  this unusual way
the inter-tropical convergence zone directly affects
where the South Asian monsoon hits land, the Thar
“will probably become green by the end of  the century.”

Most of  the rainfall that’s going to bombard the Thar
in the coming decades will “come in bursts,” Goswami
says — not in a consistent drizzle over several months.
This increase in heavy rain events, dumping more than
10 centimeters of  water in a day, will mean the region
must adapt to avoid annual floods that destroy agricul-
ture and level towns.

Ratlam police woman...
Earlier, the woman constable posted in Niwari district

had applied for sex change in 2021. Now, the state govern-
ment has issued NOC to the constable. 

24 MP cops...
Others are DSP Ujjain Ajay Kaithwas, Inspector (M)

Special Branch Bhopal Sunil Kumar Rai, Sub Inspector
(M) Bhopal DP Saxena, Constable Indore Mohan Lal
Singh Tiwari, Head Constable Chhindwara Keshav Rao
Ingle, Head Constable Gwalior Ashok Singh Bhadoria,
Head Constable Ujjain Ram Ratan Nanded, Constable
Sagar Ramesh Joshi and DSP Ujjain Sunil Kumar Ta-
lan.  The medals will be handed over to all of  them at the
investiture ceremony on August 15 next year. 
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PM pays tribute to
lives lost in partition

AGENCIES / New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Monday paid tributes to those who
lost their lives during India's parti-
tion and recalled the sufferings of
people in that period on the occa-
sion of  the Partition Horrors Re-
membrance Day.

He said it is an occasion to re-
member the Indians who lost their
lives during the partition, a refer-
ence to the large-scale communal
violence at that time.

This day is also a reminder of  the
tribulation and struggle of  those
who were forced to migrate, he said,
paying tributes to them.

Modi had announced in 2021 that
August 14 will be observed as the
Partition Horrors Remembrance
Day.  Meanwhile,  Gujarat Chief
Minister Bhupendra Patel and sen-
ior leaders of  the ruling Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on Monday ob-

served the 'Partition Horrors Re-
membrance Day' by paying tributes
to people who lost their lives in the
violent event. Taking to Twitter, the
chief  minister said India's partition
was an extremely painful event that
claimed the lives of  many people.

"Our country's partition in 1947
was an extremely painful event.
While numerous people lost their
lives, many of  them were rendered
homeless due to partition. On the
occasion of  Partition Horrors Re-
membrance Day, I pay my humble
tributes to all those who lost their
lives during the partition," Patel
tweeted.

Modi had announced
in 2021 that August 14

will be observed as
the Partition Horrors
Remembrance Day

The partition of the country on
the basis of religion in 1947

is a dark chapter in history. The
hatred it generated has killed lakhs
and displaced crores of people. The
country had to pay a heavy price for
this and many people are still facing
the brunt of this horror. Today, on
'Partition Horrors Remembrance Day',
I pay tributes to all those people who
lost their lives and their family
members due to the partition 

-AMIT SHAH, UNION HOME MINISTER 

People take part in a demonstration on the Partition Horrors Remembrance Day in New Delhi

OUR BUREAU
NEW DELHI

At a time when Opposition
bloc INDIA is putting up a
united front and planning
their next big meeting in
Mumbai, a meeting in
Pune last week between
National Congress Party
supremo Sharad Pawar
and his nephew
Ajit Pwar who
holds the post of
Deputy Chief
Minister in Ma-
harashtra gov-
ernment has cre-
ated consterna-
tion in the oppo-
sition camp.        

Notwithstand-
ing Sharad
Pawar’s clarification that
he has no plans to join
hands with the BJP
though some “well wish-
ers” are trying to persuade
him to do so, rumours
mills are grinding fast cre-
ating an impression that
there is definitely some-
thing more than what
meets an ordinary eye.

Well- placed sources said
that Ajit Pawar has been

given a brief  by a top
leader of  the BJP who is
also a Union Minister that
he should persuade his un-
cle to desert INDIA so that
challenge from the opposi-
tion to the Modi led BJP
could be nipped in the bud
itself.

Even if  senior Pawar is
not willing to cross over,

meetings be-
tween the uncle
and nephew
would result in
confusion which
would weaken
INDIA in the
eyes of  people
and allies in the
MVA would be at
logger heads,
sources said

adding that in any case
project Pawar of  the BJP
is creating the intended
impression.      While the
Shiv Sena (UBT), a key
member of  the Opposition
alliance in Maharashtra,
is not amused by Sharad
Pawar's meetings with
nephew and Deputy CM
Ajit Pawar, weeks after his
rebellion split the veter-
an's party.

SC defers caste survey
hearing to Friday

OUR BUREAU/ NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court, on Monday, deferred
for August 18 hearing various pleas filed
before it challenging the Patna High
Court order refusing to stay the caste-
based survey in Bihar, after the state gov-
ernment affirmed that it is not a census
but a voluntary survey.

A bench comprising Justice Sanjiv
Khanna and Justice SVN Bhatti listed the
plea filed by Non-Government Organisa-
tion (NGO) ‘Ek Soch Ek Paryas’ challeng-
ing the High Court order on August 18
along with other pleas filed on the same
subject matter.

NO STAY: Senior advocate Mukul Ro-
hatgi, who appeared for one of  the peti-
tioners, submitted before the SC that the
direction may be issued to the Bihar gov-
ernment to not publish the details of  the
survey till the pendency of  pleas before
the court, however, the bench said that it
will amount to an indirect stay on the sur-
vey without even hearing the state gov-
ernment.

Those who vote for BJP
are ‘rakshas’: Surjewala 

KAITHAL

Congress General Secre-
tary Randeep Singh Sur-
jewala stirred a huge con-
troversy after he said that
those who vote for the
BJP and those who sup-
port the saffron party are
like 'rakshas (demons)'.

Hitting out at the BJP-
JJP government in
Haryana over the alleged
paper leaks in recent
days, Surjewala while ad-
dressing a public meeting
in Kaithal on Sunday,
said, "The papers and fu-
ture of  the youths are be-

ing sold by Manohar Lal
Khattar and Dushyant
Chautala.  They are sell-
ing the papers openly in
the market by bidding
them. That is the reason
why people are urging
them not to give us jobs

but at least give us an
opportu-
nity to sit
in exams.
But they
are also
snatching
the op-
portuni-
ty," he
said. 

Khattar, others slam Cong
leader's remarks

Haryana CM Khattar and several BJP
leaders slammed Surjewala's remarks
in Kaithal.  Surjewala while attacking
the BJP and JJP in Haryana over the
Common Eligibility Test  issue at a
gathering in Kaithal as part of the "Jan
Akrosh Pradarshan" programme.

ADANI CASE:
SEBI wants 15 more

days from SC
NEW DELHI

Markets regulator Securities and Ex-
change Board of  India (SEBI) on Monday
filed an application with the Supreme
Court seeking 15 more days to submit the
report on the allegations made by the US-
based short-seller Hindenburg Research
against the Adani Group, seeking time to
probe some brokers in the case. Deadline
set by the court for SEBI report is expir-
ing on August 14.

In its filing, the regulator said the inves-
tigation had progressed substantially.
"Sebi had sought information from enti-
ties/agencies/regulators in foreign juris-
dictions, etc and upon receipt of  the in-
formation, will evaluate the same vis-a-
vis the interim report to determine fur-
ther course of  action, if  any, in the said
matter," the capital markets regulator
said.

Out of  the 24 issues in the Adani case,
Sebi has completed investigation in 17 is-
sues. Out of  the remaining seven issues,
Sebi said probe had been crystalised in
four cases, and reports prepared are in
process of  approval by competent author-
ity. Sebi investigation is at an advanced
stage in two other matters, while interim
report is under preparation in the other
matter.  SEBI had sought six months' ex-
tension, but the court allowed 3 months
ending on August 14.

I.N.D.I.A hurt by
Pawar tantrums

Each one of us is an equal 
citizen, has equal rights,
duties, opportunity: Prez

NEW DELHI: President
Droupadi Murmu on Mon-
day said that despite hav-
ing diverse identities all In-
dians are equal citizens
with equal opportunities,
rights and duties and
urged the people to move
forward with the spirit of
harmony and brotherhood.

In her address to the na-
tion on the eve of  77th In-
dependence Day, the Presi-
dent said each Indian has
many identities but apart
from caste, creed, lan-
guage, region, family and
profession, "there is one
identity" that is above all as
the "citizen of  India".

"Each one of  us is an
equal citizen; each one of
us has an equal opportuni-
ty, equal rights and equal
duties in this land," she
said.  

"But it was not always so.
India is the mother of

democracy and since an-
cient times we had demo-
cratic institutions func-
tioning at the grassroots.
But long years of  colonial
rule wiped them out. On
15th August 1947, the na-
tion woke up to a new
dawn. 

STRESSES ON maintaining
spirit of harmony, giving
priority to deprived 

'World looks up to
India for global
economic growth'
President Murmu on
Monday said that inflation at
global level remains to be a
cause of worry but the
Indian Government has
succeeded in protecting its
people from high inflation
and the world looks up to
India for global economic
growth.
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